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National Conference

Our National Conference and AGM is out of Dublin this year for the first time, in the Arklow Bay Hotel, Arklow, Co. Wicklow, on Friday 15th and Sat 16th September. 

On the Friday night we are launching a national poster and slogan competition relating to CSPE. It will be launched by Garry Granville who was involved through the NCCA in the early stages of the development of CSPE and is now Professor of Education at the National College of Art and Design in Dublin. As well as giving an address he will present prizes for a local version of the competition. 

The Arklow Bay Hotel

As usual the Saturday morning will be taken up mainly with practical workshops – on Law in the Classroom, Community Policing, Humanitarian Law and Arms Control. This will be followed by a resource exhibition and open forum, which will include a discussion on the new Task Force on Active Citizenship. In the afternoon there will be workshops on managing and reporting on Action Projects, and new this year a workshop on Citizenship Education in Transition Year. 

As usual the AGM will take place in mid afternoon. 

Brochures and booking forms have been sent to schools and are available on the website: www.cspeteachers.ie/news.html
A brochure is also included with this mailing, and is on website, as is a list of local Bed and Breakfasts near the hotel. A limited number of rooms is being held for the conference – ring the hotel to reserve (0402-32309) and be sure to mention the conference as there is a special rate (€65 twin, €110 single). Deadline is Thurs 7th Sept, but there is a mobile number on the form to check availability after that. 

European Public Information Centre

Everyone is welcome to drop in and take some of the many brochures on all aspects of the EU, or browse the EU website at the computers provided.   Also offer are interactive presentations on the EU.  Teachers can request, in advance, a presentation on any EU-related topic for groups of students.   

New resources for teachers and students include a DVD (20 min.) on Ireland and the European Union.  A resource pack especially for CSPE teachers called “A Journey through Europe”, which was produced by the European Studies Project with the CSPE Support Team, with the financial support of the Representation, will be launched at the start of the school year.

To contact the Information Centre:  call  at 01 634 1111, email  at eu-ie-info-request@ec.europa.eu, drop into the Information Centre at 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2, have a look at our internet site www.euireland.ie.

Upcoming events: If you are looking for EU-related topics to look at in the classroom, you will be interested to know that next March is the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome, which established the European Economic Community (EEC).  

The Europe-wide Spring Day programme for schools will happen again in March, and will end on May 9th, when Europe Day is celebrated in schools and elsewhere throughout the continent.  

For further information, please contact Deirdre Bourke at  01 634 11 41 or at deirdre.bourke@ec.europa.eu.

Regional EU Information Centres: There is also a network of Europe Direct Information Centres around Ireland, which offer information on the EU.  Information and contact details for these Centres can be found on our website.  The Centres are in Cork, Donegal, Blanchardstown, Co. Dublin, Galway, Limerick, Longford and Waterford.  

Young Environmentalist Awards


The Young Environmentalist Awards (YEA) is run by ECO-UNESCO - Ireland’s environmental education and youth organisation. The YEA is an all island environmental awards programme for young people between the ages of 12 and 18. The awards honour young people who protect, conserve and enhance our environment, making a difference in the lives of others locally and globally. The programme has been running since 1999.
Students can enter the junior category (12-15 yr olds) or senior category (16-18) of the awards, which facilitates teams of between 2 and 25. There are some important dates to remember:
 Registration of project outline: 24th November 2006

You can register online at www.ecounesco.ie, alternatively a booklet with registration form will be sent to your school in early September.

Closing Date for completed projects: 23rd February 2007

Your completed project reports and supplementary materials must be entered before this date.
 Show Casing and Awards Ceremony: May 2007
Amnesty News

VOICE OUR CONCERN

Amnesty International’s Voice Our Concern initiative is a post-primary human rights education module, which uses drama, photography, poetry and film to enable young people to explore human rights issues in thoughtful and creative ways.  Visual art will be the medium used for the next stage of the project and we will be seeking applications from schools to take part in the project.  Transition year students in successful schools will have the opportunity to work with some of Ireland’s most dynamic artists. Application forms, and further information on this year’s plans, will be available for download from www.voiceourconcern.org
AMNESTY COUNTRYWIDE

A countrywide team of trained volunteers is available to provide talks on human rights and the work of Amnesty. Talks can be arranged for CSPE and LCA students, or any other youth groups.  This year, our Amnesty groups around the country will be hosting information evenings during September and October, especially for teachers and educators.  Visit our website www.amnesty.ie for details on venues and dates.

RESOURCES

A wide range of teaching packs, posters, and handbooks is available in the Amnesty shops in Dublin and Galway and from our website at www.amnesty.ie  Fact sheets on human rights issues such as racism, children’s rights, refugees and the arms trade are available for download on the Amnesty website, along with classroom activities that support current campaigns.  Some materials are now available in Polish, Russian and Czech. 

For information on Amnesty’s Human Rights Education work, please contact us at tel: 01-677 3631, extn 230, or visit the Amnesty website at www.amnesty.ie and the Voice Our Concern website at www.voiceourconcern..org
Poster and Slogan Competition!

At our annual conference and AGM (see page 1) we will be launching a national poster and slogan competition based on the seven concepts of CSPE and the four units of study. Details have been sent to all schools and are also enclosed with this mailing. This is a new initiative and we hope that members will support it. Prizes are generous and the activity should also serve to familiarise students with the seven concepts of CSPE. There will be a prizegiving ceremony in the Spring.
CSPE Paper Junior Certificate 2006

Response of Association of CSPE Teachers

In general we gave the paper a broad welcome. The quality of presentation was good, the colour inserts were of good quality. We welcome the inclusion of some topical material – e.g. the Millennium Development Goals, the Make Poverty History campaign, the European  Year of Citizenship Through Education. 

In Section 2 it was good to see a public service (Dublin Bus) spearheading in a high visibility way the cause of anti-racism as part of the Know Racism campaign.

There was plenty of variety on the paper all the course concepts from the syllabus were covered. 

On the first question it was interesting to note the inclusion of the Minister for Education and Science, Mary Hanafin, and a former Minister of Education, Mary O’Rourke. For balance there were also male international figures.

Lots of questions asked students give actions they could take. There was some danger of actions being repeated with resultant loss of marks.

In Secton 2 it was not always clear when students’ own opinion was looked or when answers were to be found in the stimulus material. This was the case in some of the “c” parts of the questions, before the questions clearly moved on to seeking the students’ own opinions.  

One question that asked about the activities of the Council of Europe (Section 2 Question 4) was likely to be difficult for many students. 

There good opportunities to do posters in many questions in Section 3, allowing for a variety of skills and means of expression.

Unlike the previous year there were few issues specific to young people. 

We felt that political correctness may have resulted in awkward phrasing on Question 2 Section 3.  It would have been less confusing if the question referred to "people" rather than men and women. Some students might have thought that three reasons and three for women needed to be given.  In this question there was a superfluous phrase about Countess Markievicz that didn’t relate directly to any question.  Section (b) of this question should have given the proportion of women in Dáil Éireann instead of using the phrase "quite small". In other questions accurate information was given – e.g. the number of MEPs or the number of countries in The Council of Europe.  The question should have been a gender question or one about people in politics, but it was trying to go both ways. 

Trocaire Pamoja Summer School by Hannah Clarke

The Trocaire Pamoja Summer School took place mid-August at Maynooth College where the Trocaire Head Office is located.  The theme for the Summer School was  “Freedom of Expression”.

Pamoja is a Trocaire Youth Project being piloted over the past three years in post-primary schools  in both Northern Ireland & the Republic.   The project has strong links with Kenya.

The first Pamoja Summer School in 2004 was a joint venture involving Irish & Kenyan teachers & students... & using computer links to allow the students in both countries to communicate with each other.

Pamoja aims to provide an opportunity for post-CSPE students to further their Human Rights education & take action around the key issues highlighted in the Lenten Trocaire Campaign.

During the pilot, students have engaged in such projects as:

· Addressing other students & staff in their own schools

· Working with students in primary schools

· Radio interviews

· Speaking in Churches

· Newspaper & Magazine Articles

· Artwork

Over the three days of the Summer School ... the students participated in many Human Rights related workshops & made presentations themselves on the final day.

The Special Guest throughout the Summer School was 24 yrs old CHARM  TONG – originally from Burma.

When she was 17yrs old, she addressed a 200 strong meeting of the UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva on the topic of the long standing campaign of terror by Burma’s military regime against unarmed civilians in her childhood home – Shan state.  Members of that same military regime were in the audience.

Three years later, she set up a secret school for young Shan people in Northern Thailand.

She is also a founder member of  Shan Women’s Action Network (SWAN) – whose meticulous reports have documented the rape of hundreds of women and girls by Burmese soldiers.

Charm Tong addressed the Irish students during the Summer School & engaged in conversation with them throughout the three days.

The Summer School was also addressed by HENDRIK  VERWOERD (grandson of Wilhelm Verwoerd, South African Prime Minister, assassinated in 1966, known as “architect of apartheid” for his role in formalizing South Africa’s system of institutionalized racism).

Hendrik Verwoerd is currently a programme co-ordinator for the ex-combatants programme at the Glencree Centre for Reconciliation in Wicklow.   His wife is the present South African Ambassador  to Ireland.

The Pamoja students were privileged to hear him talk about his amazing journey of conscience – which challenged his experience of family, faith, lifestyle ... & included his serving for two years under Nelson Mandela’s government of National Unity as a researcher for the Truth & Reconciliation Commission.

After experiencing his amazing, courageous, personal story, the students watched the film “Cry Freedom”.

The Summer School concluded with plans for how the students may further involve themselves in Action for Human Rights.

The  PAMOJA  Project continues to be piloted both North and South during the coming academic year.
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Inservice


Information and booking forms have been sent to schools outlining a programme of inservice  run by the CSPE Suipport Service. 





Induction for Teachers new to CSPE:


Mon 9th October Kildare Education Centre


Wed 11th October Limerick Education Centre


Thurs 12th October Monaghan Education Centre


Mon 16th October Drumcondra Education Centre


Tues 17th October West Cork Education Centre, Dunmanway


Mon 23rd October West Cork Education Centre, Dunmanway


Tues 24th October Galway Education Centre


Wed 25th October Donegal Education Centre


Thurs 26th October Wexford Education Centre, Enniscorthy





National Inservice on Management and Coordination 


Tues 7th November Laois Education Centre, Portlaoise


Thurs 9th November  Tralee Education Centre


Tues 14th November Curriculum Development Unit, Crumlin


Tues 21st November Carrick-on-Shannon Education Centre





As Gaeilge:


Déardaoin/Dé hAoine 30 Samhain/ 1 Nollaig


Ostán Chósta Chonnemara, 


Na Forbacha, Contae na


Gaillimhe
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