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Mary White T.D. with the winners of our annual Poster/Slogan competition
(see back page also)

Poster/Slogan Competition

Once again there was a huge entry for our poster/slogan competition. We had a most enjoyable awards ceremony on Wednesday 30th April in the National Concert Hall, which proved to be an excellent venue. Prizes were presented by Mary White T.D. of the Green Party who gave an inspiring opening address to the young people who were present with their parents and teachers. The winning posters are pictured on the back page, and we hope to display these again, along with other impressive entries at our annual conference in the Autumn. This is the second year of the competition and it looks like becoming an annual event. Many thanks to all, especially teachers and students, who made the event such a success. 


Free CSPE Resource from Taoiseach’s Office
The website of the Taoiseach’s office has for download a Youthzone pack with lots of useful information on the state. There are sections on the role of the Taoiseasch, the Constitution, the National Flag, the National Anthem and Government Buildings. There’s also a quiz at the end, with answers provided, which might be handy for a Friday evening CSPE class (sadly, they do exist). Follow the Youthzone link at www.taoiseach.irlgov.ie where there is an online version of the quiz and other sections (it does need a little updating), and links to a “printer friendly version” of the full resource in Word or PDF format. 

More Free Resources – Powerpoint Downloads
As teachers revise for the written paper or for the house exams we can offer some Powerpoint downloads that might be of use: Famous Faces Powerpoint - updated presentation including many of the new political leaders of the last few months;  Famous Political Buildings - based on pictures that came up in the exam paper a few years ago; CSPE Facts - revision aid with some useful facts and figures for Section 1 of the exam paper; New Government Ministers –​ the new Cabinet appointed earlier this month (we also have a Word document with colour pictures of the new cabinet). We can send these on request – email act@esatclear.ie
Lisbon Treaty Again
The referendum on the Lisbon Treaty takes place on June 12th. Last issue we recommended the Referendum Commission website for any CSPE teacher brave enough to take this on. Now the site has this significant message: “The Commission is aware that this website is currently out of date”. However all is not lost. They have set up a dedicated new site for the referendum - www.lisbontreaty2008.ie where you can download the Treaty and find other resources. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let’s Look at the Law
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This new resource from the Courts Service that we flagged in the last issue is now available. The pack includes a DVD, a Teacher’s Manual and a variety of classroom activities. It is available on request from The Courts Service Information Office, Phoenix House, 15/24 Phoenix Street North, Smithfield, Dublin 7. Tel: +353 1 888 6457 Fax: +353 1 873 5250 
Email: PublicationsUnit@courts.ie
The Courts Service website (www.courts.ie) also has many useful resources, including video clips about the new resource, and sections on History of the Law, Court Visits and Mock Trials. 

MORE NEW LEADERS!

This issue we’re adding a few more new political leaders to our collection from last issue – might be an idea to include them in summer exam papers .  
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Brian Cowen, 
Taoiseach and new leader of Fianna Fáil
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Ciarán Cannon 

Leader, Progressive Democrats
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Dmitry Medvedev

President of Russia


AUTUMN INSERVICE

	Induction In-service

Mon, 29th Sept - Limerick Education Centre

Tue, 30th Sept - Cork Education Support Centre

Thu, 2nd Oct - Tralee Education Centre

Thu, 2nd Oct - Laois Education Centre

Mon, 6th Oct - Blackrock Education Centre

Tue, 7th Oct  - Donegal Education Centre

Thu, 9th Oct - Kildare Education Centre

Thu, 9th Oct - Drumcondra Education Centre

Tue, 14th Oct - Curriculum Development Unit,

Crumlin

Tue, 14th Oct - Waterford Teachers’ Centre

Thu, 16th Oct - Monaghan Education Centre

Thu, 16th Oct - Mayo Education Centre

Cúrsa In-seirbhíse

6/7 Samhain - Ostán Chósta Chonnemara, Na

Forbacha, Contae na Gaillimhe
	Regional In-service

Tue, 18th Nov - Tackling Controversial Issues,

Athlone Education Centre

Thu, 20th Nov - Using Film in CSPE,

Kilkenny Education Centre

Mon, 24th Nov - Tackling Controversial Issues,

Cork Education Support Centre

Thu, 27th Nov - Drama Techniques in CSPE,

Galway Education Centre

Thu, 27th Nov - Stewardship and Sustainable

Development in CSPE,

Dublin West Education Centre


This year’s CSPE Exam will take place on Mon 9th June 1.30 pm to 3.00 pm, after which we will will have our annual review of the paper in the Blackrock Education Centre, Kill Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin (from about 3.30 pm).

Poster/Slogan Competition Winners
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1st Place under 13 - Chloe McCullagh
Sligo Grammar School
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1st Place under 16 - Zara Daly
St Mary's Charleville
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2nd Place under 13 - Laura Matikaite
Brigidine Secondary Mountrath
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2nd Place under 16 - Matthew Ruddy
Sligo Grammar School 
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3rd Place under 13 - Niamh Redmond
FCJ Bunclody
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3rd Place under 16 - Michala Davey Borresen
John Scotus School, Donnybrook


Activate is published once per school term by the Association of CSPE Teachers—supporting citizenship education in Ireland. Articles and letters for publication should be sent to the editor, Brendan O’Regan, Arklow CBS, Co. Wicklow, 0402-39176, or emailed to info@cspeteachers.ie
CitizeNews





The latest edition of CitizeNews, the newsletter of the CSPE Support Service has arrived in schools. It includes an article on Subject Inspection and CSPE, an overview of the new Politics and Society Course, guidelines on support for Student Councils, a class exercise based on a Simpsons episode dealing with racism and immigration issues,  and a detailed article about using photos in the CSPE classroom, including a template that can be used with any suitable photo. 





New DVD


A new DVD was recently sent to schools by the CSPE Support Service - What in the World - Coffee Matters in Gautamala, is about fair trade issues, and is presented by Rodney Rice
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Membership Matters!


Memberships for 2008/2009 will be due in September.  Please send €20 to our Treasurer �Bernadine O’Sullivan, 


131 Fortfield Rd, Terenure, Dublin 6W. 














PAGE  
3

