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National Conference and AGM Important Survey

The Association is conducting
a survey to determine what'’s
happening in schools as rege
the future of CSPE. The results
will be presented during the
Open Forum at our Annual
Conference and AGM. We
would appreciate it if members
would take the survey — your
school will not be identifiable.
https://www.surveymonkey.co
m/s/8C8GW6C

Inservice

We have planned regional
inservice as follows, dates
provisional.

Nov 2014: Digital Literacy
and E-portfolios in CSPE Co.
Wexford Education Centre
Enniscorthy (8); Waterford
Teachers' Centre (T3
Blackrock Education Centre
(20"); Cork Teachers' Support

Our Annual Conference and AGM will take place otugday = Centre (27). o

11" October in Airfield House Dundrum. Brochures and Feb 2015Political Literacy-
booking forms have been sent to schools are alaitab Key Terms, Concepts, Jarg
download from the News page of our website. Keysptaker =~ Busters, Palitical Jargc -

on the day will be Jane-Ann McKenna (pictured) afddcins |~ Blackrock Education Centre,
Sans Frontieres. Workshops includés About Us: Beyond the CO0- Wexford Education Centre

Millennium Goals — UNICERa.m. and p.m); Humanitarian Enniscorthy, Cork Teachers'
Law and Action ProjectsRed Cross (a.m.JThe Working Support Centre, Waterford
World - a guide to a CSPE 'Decent Work' Action Bcbj Teachers' Centre

Youth Connect/ICT\¢a.m.);Managing Action Projectép.m.);  April 2015 Numeracy and
Reporting on Action Projeci®.m.). Fill in booking forms or ~ CSPE-Blackrock Education
emailact@esatclear.iwith name, contact details and worksh¢ Centre, Co. Wexford Educati

preferences (one a.m. and one p.m. workshop). Deatil Centre Enniscorthy, Cork
Oct. TeachersSupport Centre,

Waterford Teachers' Cen




Blendspace Courses

While it's not just for CSPE teachers, there'swas®in Blendspace coming up in Blackrock
Education Centre on Wed 1st October, and in Co.f@féXxducation Centre, Enniscorthy, on
Thurs ¢" Oct. Blendspace is web-based, a free and intuisson-planning and presentation tool,
and CSPE teachers will find it hugely useful initlveork. The course is hands-on in the centre's
computer room and each participant will work atrtlogyn pace creating classroom-ready
resources, lessons and presentations. Bookingléakck is at:
http://booking.blackrockec.ie/event/view?id=8Bdoking for Enniscorthy is at:
http://www.ecwexford.ie/post-primary/blendspace-$econd-level-teachers

CSPE as Gaeilge!
We have received several requests for CSPE matami&lish. If anyone has resources they could
spare or share please let us knowa@i@esatclear.ie

EU4Schools

EU4Schools is a new class resource about the BU®@iizenship and Environmental themes
(Pollution, Climate Change, Water) designed to suipi@achers and learners in class using PBL &
for making digital media projects. Core materials faee for schools to use, and all images and
materials included on the website are availableifarin educational projects. For the free material
and registration check owmtww.eu4schools.corwhere you can now access the pollution related
material. There is an Irish language version alsse-the language dropdown menu on the home
page. This group is looking for classes to take ipaa pilot programme — use contact details on the
website.

Equality Training

The Equality Authority is providing training for s@nd-level teachers on guiding discussion and
action on equality. The closing date for applicasicss 24 September 2014. Second-level teachers
teaching subjects across the curricula are invdeapply. The training will be delivered in two
parts. Part 1 is a full day'(7October 2014, Dublin or 9th October 2014, Limeriefrt 2 is a
residential (evening + 1 full day - 1st and 2nd &eaber 2014, Athlone). There is no training fee.
Substitution costs and limited travel costs willgsevided. The training is co-funded by the
PROGRESS Programme of the European Union. It isthas the successful training which was
delivered to 78 teachers in 72 schools in 2013-28&¢ Equality in Second-level Schools: A
Training Manual for Educators and Trainers (avaddbr download at
http://www.equality.ie/en/Equality-in-Second-Lev&thools.htm). For further information contact
Geraldine Crowley at (01) 858 3000.

Youth Connect

Youth Connect, an initiative of the Irish Congre$grade Unions, delivers free workshops to
second level students about the working world,teghresponsibilities, inequality in the
workplace, issues affecting workers in the othemtoes, solidarity, and the problem of
exploitation in the garment industry. Last yearaseducted over 400 school visits to 300 schools
across Ireland. Contact: Cliona O'Connell, (01)8&2, webwww.youth-connect.ie

Youth Connect’s ‘Decent Work’ programme will feaguat one of our Annual Conference
workshops.




ECO-UNESCO - Bringing Environmental Action into Education

ECO-UNESCO, Ireland’s environmental education amatly organisation is calling on all CSPE
teachers to get their students involved in an enwirental action project and take part in their
Young Environmentalists Awards (YEA) 2015! The YEAreland’s biggest celebration of youth
eco-action and participation in the programmegseat way to engage students (aged 10-18) with
environmental issues. Participation in the YEA barutilised as a recognised CSPE action project
connecting to several CSPE concepts including; &t@ship, Interdependence and Rights and
Responsibility. Student involvement with the YEA@helps develop key personal skills such as
confidence, assertiveness, team work and commuamcdarticipants choose their own topics
under a range of themes including, biodiversitynate change, energy, waste and water to name a
few. In this way, projects can be tailored to linkstrongly with students’ formal studies. For more
information visitwww.ecounesco.ie

CSPE Campaign

Our campaign to ensure that CSPE continues as dattag and externally examined subject in
Junior Cycle continues. Recently we wrote to eviddyand Senator, and have received many
encouraging replies. We will report on this at Areual Conference Open Forum.

Response to CSPE Paper 2014

Members of the Association met in June to disduss/ear’'s exam paper and the following
statement was issued:

We give the paper a broad welcome. It was wellriazdd and diverse in terms of the concepts
involved in CSPE.

The paper was particularly topical this year — gugestions on the new Court of Appeal,
cyberbullying, Nelson Mandela, and especially @cal and European elections.

The question on spoiling votes was unusual andasteg. There were some challenging
guestions, e.g. Section 1 Part 3, on the new endrtby laws. The short questions placed quite an
emphasis on knowledge of law and politics.

The picture question in Part 1 was predictable ghdawt manageable. Those pictured were all Irish
politicians. Of course Frances Fitzgerald is n@kr Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, but
the question does say that the politicians picttaeslor have been’ in these positions.

There was also a discrepancy in Section 1 betwezmarks allocated for each question (19) and
the total indicated on the front of the paper (18).

In Section 3 the question on Road Safety linksaliytto the concept of law, but the question as it
proceeds is more about safety than law.

Membership Matters
Renewals for 2014/2015 are now due. As decided at last October’'s AGM the membership fee is
now €25. Send to Brendan O’Regan, Ticknock Lane, Arklow, Co. Wicklow. Renewal form
enclosed.



Transition Units

Many sample ‘Transition
Units’ (45-hour courses) are
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Global Development IssueBhis transition unit provides an introductiondevelopment issues. It
engages students in analysis, reflection and a@iolocal and global citizenship. Teachers can
choose to teach from a thematic strands - Pov€dpwflict, Gender Inequality, Sustainable
Environments, Trade; Health and HIV/AIDS and Hunkaghts. Developed by St. Mary's
Academy Carlow, Self Help Africa, Combat DiseaseBaverty Consortium.

Debating Developmenthis TU invites students to explore and debateesohthe biggest
guestions facing our world today. Students wilhlehow to research, select and evaluate material.
They will acquire the skills of speech writing aifeén through lively and informed debating all
students will gain confidence and skills in spegkimfront of their peers. Developed by Concern.

Legal StudiesThis transition unit introduces students to thelgtof law and the legal system in
Ireland. Developed by Peter Leydon, Wesley Coll&glin.

Setting Up a Green Schodthrough this TU, students are encouraged to aeniuate and change
their school environment for the better. It intend lead to the ultimate prize of being awarded th
status of 'GreenSchool’ from an Taisce. Developgerbndan Walsh, Glanmire Community
School, Cork.

http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculum and AssessmenttPos
Primary Education/Senior Cycle/Transition Year/Braon Units/Sample Transition Units.html
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